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Nobody real ly knew what to expect
on  August  31s t  fo r  the  f i rs t  t ime ever
Rocky  Mounta in  Ra l ly  bu t  some crews
drove a  l i t t le  harder ,  m issed h i t t ing  the
p le thora  o f  bou lders  and p ine  t rees  and
s imply  had more  luck  than the i r  com-
pet i t ion .  to  f in ish  the ' l  500-mi le  g r ind
over some truly unbelievable roads.
Defend ing  na t iona l  champions  Wal te r
Boyce and Doug Woods were the most
{ortunatei,  taking a convincing overal l
w in  a f te r  es tab l i sh ing  a  nar row marg in
in  the  ear ly  leg  and re ta in ing  i t  fo r  a
hard-earned victory. Jean-Paul P6russe
and Lee Bar tho lomew put  the i r  F ia t
1 28 into second, the Ouebec crew tur-
n ing  in  a  smooth  dr ive  in  the i r  f i r s t
tas te  o f  the  fo rmidab le  Rocky  Moun-
tain forestry roads. Dan Sabourin and
Pau l  K luckner  v ia  Vancouver  were
third in their works-supported Datsun
1200, their experience in events such

as  the  K lond ike  Trap l ine  serv ing  them
wel l  on  the  s imi la r  roads .  Four th
p lace  f in ishers  were  J im B lack  o f  Ver -
non,  8 .C. ,  and Ca lgary 's  Pau l  Manson
in one of f ive factory Datsuns.

The f irst leg was described in one
word by most of the crews: fast. The
organizers had al lowed for the quick
pace, however the cars were al l  much
faster than expected and some errors
in checking occurred. The route ran
over  700 mi les  the  f i rs t  n igh t ,  ma in ly
on smooth roads, and al l  entr ies came
through unscathed with two notable
exceptions. One of two very quick
Auto  France Renau l t  Gord in i ' s ,  p i -
lo ted  by  Ta is to  He inonen and Roger
Woloshyn, left  the road during a high
speed section, rol led three t imes and
was obviously through for the balance
of the event. Gil les and Guy Vanier
were up for this one with a freshly
re-bu i l t  Datsun 510 f rom Vancouver
but this Ouebec pair succumbed to
some incredible misfortune as their ful l
race 1600 froze up sol id before rea-
ching the f irst checkpoint. Bel ieve i t
or not, the works 510 was f i t ted with
the wrong size pistons.

After the first teg the BoyceAiloods
Toyota Corol la 1600 led the P6russe/
Bartholomew Fiat 128 by a scant two
po in ts .  The remain ing  Auto  France
Gord in i  o f  Laur i  Pa ivar in ta  and Rob in
Edwardes was a somewhat distant third,
fol lowed by the Black/Manson Datsun
in  four th  and the  s imi la r  Datsun 510
SSS of Tom Stibbard and Don Gibson.
Af ter an eight-hour rest period the

crews were off again Sunday on what
proved to be the toughest leg of the
event, traversing more forestry roads
d is t ingu ished by  c l i f f s  and bou lders
wh ich  wou ld  have had S i r  Edmund
Hi l la ry  b rea th less ,  to  say  no th ing  o f
what  they  d id  to  your  in t rep id  ed i to r .
to  the  usua l ly  fear less  photographer
Don Mc leod and to  a  ren ted  Ford
p ick-up .

Fif teen crews thrashed on into the
n igh t  w i th  th ings  go ing  smooth ly  and
organ iza t ion  cons iderab ly  improved.
The h igh l igh t  o f  the  second leg  was
dec ided ly  the  Parad ise  Mounta in  H i l l -
c l imb wt r ich  u t i l i zed  an  abandoned
"road" defined by sheer rock on one
s ide  and fo rmidab le  c l i f f s  on  the
other. The cars were forced to crawl
a long most  o f  the  d is tance in  f i rs t
gear ,  b rak ing  fo r  pos i t ion  and go ing
around the narrow 90-degree turns on
three wheels. By far the best show
was pu t  on  by  Laur i  Pa ivar in ta  and
Robin Edwardes whose Renault Gor-
d in i  a r r i ved  upon the  f ina l  tes t  w i th
no brakes, a broken steerlng box and
l i t t le  e lse  work ing  the  way i t  shou ld .
Undaunted ,  the  Vancouver  pa i r  s t rug-
gled up the straight sections with the
front wheels placed in the proper
d i rec t ion  by  hand.  Upon reach ing  a
corner, Edwardes wou ld leao f rom
the car, locate a suitable sized rock to
s top  i t  f rom ro l l ing  back ,  and ad jus t
the  f ron t  whee ls  to  make the  tu rn .  l t
was  an  unusua l  p iece  o f  choreography ,
bu t  i t  go t  them a  ha l f  m i le  f rom the
last checkpoint and amidst cheers f rom
other crews and off icials thev strove
to make the last port ion. They almost
did, too. Apparently Edwardes selec-
ted  a  rock  o f  in fe r io r  p ropor t ion  to
stop the car, i t  rol led over the said
rock (not to mention Edwardes' hand)
and carr ied on down a So-foot cl i f f
unti l  stopped by a group of Alberta's
sturdiest pine trees. Fortunately, Pai-
varinta smerged unscathed and every-
one chipped in to retr ieve the Gordini
from the depths.

On the overview, the majori ty of
the crews had favourable reactions to
the  Rocky  Mounta in ,  cer ta in ly  f ind ing
i t  a  cha l lenge and a  de f in i te  change o f
pace. Walter Boyce found i t  a quick
event and was very high on the capa-
b i l i t ies  o f  Messrs .  lan  McAr thur ,  Bob
Leonard .  Jack  Bend le  and a  hos t  o f
har{-nosed checkpoint crews who put
a tremendous amount of effort into
the inaugural event, overcoming some
in i t ia l  p rob lems to  pu t  every th ing  back
for a t ight, well-run event.
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