Capture National Titles

Boyce,Woods &
Toyota Win
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Nobody really knew what to expect
on August 31st for the first time ever
Rocky Mountain Rally but some crews
drove a little harder, missed hitting the
plethora of boulders and pine trees and
simply had more luck than their com-
petition, to finish the 1500-mile grind
over some truly unbelievable roads.
Defending national champions Walter
Boyce and Doug Woods were the most
fortunaté, taking a convincing overall
win after establishing a narrow margin
in the early leg and retaining it for a
hard-earned victory. Jean-Paul Pérusse
and Lee Bartholomew put their Fiat
128 into second, the Quebec crew tur-
ning in a smooth drive in their first
taste of the formidable Rocky Moun-
tain forestry roads. Dan Sabourin and
Paul Kluckner via Vancouver were
third in their works-supported Datsun
1200, their experience in events such

as the Klondike Trapline serving them
well on the similar roads. Fourth
place finishers were Jim Black of Ver-
non, B.C., and Calgary’s Paul Manson
in one of five factory Datsuns.

The first leg was described in one
word by most of the crews: fast. The
organizers had allowed for the quick
pace, however the cars were all much
faster than expected and some errors
in checking occurred. The route ran
over 700 miles the first night, mainly
on smooth roads, and all entries came
through unscathed with two notable
exceptions. One of two very quick
Auto France Renault Gordini's, pi-
loted by Taisto Heinonen and Roger
Woloshyn, left the road during a high
speed section, rolled three times and
was obviously through for the balance
of the event. Gilles and Guy Vanier
were up for this one with a freshly
re-built Datsun 510 from Vancouver
but this Quebec pair succumbed to
some incredible misfortune as their full
race 1600 froze up solid before rea-
ching the first checkpoint. Believe it
or not, the works 510 was fitted with
the wrong size pistons.

After the first leg the Boyce/Woods
Toyota Corolla 1600 led the Pérusse/
Bartholomew Fiat 128 by a scant two
points. The remaining Auto France
Gordini of Lauri Paivarinta and Robin
Edwardes was a somewhat distant third,
followed by the Black/Manson Datsun
in fourth and the similar Datsun 510
SSS of Tom Stibbard and Don Gibson.
After an eight-hour rest period the

Toyotadrivers Boyce and Woods on the way to winning the National Rally Championship
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crews were off again Sunday on what
proved to be the toughest leg of the
event, traversing more forestry roads
distinguished by cliffs and boulders
which would have had Sir Edmund
Hillary breathless, to say nothing of
what they did to your intrepid editor,
to the usually fearless photographer
Don MclLeod and to a rented Ford
pick-up.

Fifteen crews thrashed on into the
night with things going smoothly and
organization considerably improved.
The highlight of the second leg was
decidedly the Paradise Mountain Hill-
climb which utilized an abandoned
“road’’ defined by sheer rock on one
side and formidable cliffs on the
other. The cars were forced to crawl
along most of the distance in first
gear, braking for position and going
around the narrow 90-degree turns on
three wheels. By far the best show
was put on by Lauri Paivarinta and
Robin Edwardes whose Renault Gor-
dini arrived upon the final test with
no brakes, a broken steering box and
little else working the way it should.
Undaunted, the Vancouver pair strug-
gled up the straight sections with the
front wheels placed in the proper
direction by hand. Upon reaching a
corner, Edwardes would leap from
the car, locate a suitable sized rock to
stop it from rolling back, and adjust
the front wheels to make the turn. It
was an unusual piece of choreography,
but it got them a half mile from the
last checkpoint and amidst cheers from
other crews and officials they strove
to make the last portion. They almost
did, too. Apparently Edwardes selec-
ted a rock of inferior proportion to
stop the car, it rolled over the said
rock (not to mention Edwardes’ hand)
and carried on down a 50-foot cliff
until stopped by a group of Alberta’s
sturdiest pine trees. Fortunately, Paij-
varinta smerged unscathed and every-
one chipped in to retrieve the Gordini
from the depths.

On the overview, the majority of
the crews had favourable reactions to
the Rocky Mountain, certainly finding
it a challenge and a definite change of
pace. Walter Boyce found it a quick
event and was very high on the capa-
bilities of Messrs. lan McArthur, Bob
Leonard, Jack Bendle and a host of
hard-nosed checkpoint crews who put
a tremendous amount of effort into
the inaugural event, overcoming some
initial problems to put everything back
for a tight, well-run event.




